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Cacti and Succulents 
 

Light-Cacti and succulents require bright light to full sun exposure in order to thrive. Place your 
cacti or succulents in a bright well lit room or on a sunny windowsill. In general, cacti require more 
direct sun exposure than succulents. Bleached or discolored leaves on your succulent indicate too 
much direct sunlight. 
 

Water-Cacti and succulents are drought tolerant plants; however succulents will often require 
more frequent watering than cacti. The frequency of watering varies based on the individual plant’s 
sun exposure. The more direct sunlight, the more often the plant will need water. A good rule of 
thumb is to check the cacti and succulents for water every 10-12 days. If the soil is thoroughly dry 
give the plant a good soak. Watering is needed less frequently in the winter months as the plants 
adjust to the shorter days and waning intensity of the sun. 
 

Potting media-Cacti and succulents require a special kind of soil mixed with ample amounts of 
sand to provide proper drainage. In addition, containers with drainage holes are always the  
preferred vessel for any cacti or succulents in order to avoid overwatering and root rot. 
 

Repotting-Cacti and succulents do not require frequent repotting as they prefer to be slightly pot 
bound. When a cactus or succulent begins to dry out faster, and require more frequent watering 
than every 10-12 days, it is a good indication the roots have filled the pot and the plant is ready for 
repotting. In general, only increase the pot size by 1-2” in diameter with each repotting. 
 

Propagation-Cacti and succulents will often send up babies close to the base of the mother plant, 
as these babies grow to about half the size of the mother plant separate them into their own pots. 
Many succulent varieties are easy to propagate by leaf cuttings. Simply remove a leaf and place it 
on the soil level. Be sure to continue watering the plant as normal every 10-12 days when dry.  
After about a month small roots will emerge from the succulent leaf. Eventually this will grow into 
its own full plant! 
 

Fertilizer-In general, cacti and succulents are not heavy feeders, however to encourage new 
growth a specialty cacti/succulent fertilizer may be applied every 2-3 weeks spring through fall. 
Plants should not be fertilized through winter as this is the natural resting period for these plants. 
 

Grooming and maintenance-While cacti varieties require little to no regular grooming it is  
common for succulents to shed their lower leaves as they grow. Remove any unsightly crispy or 
yellow leaves from the bottom half of the plant to allow the plant’s energy to go towards producing 
new growth.  


