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African Violets 
 

The African Violet is not only a beautiful houseplant, but it is one that will take up minimum space, 
bloom several times a year and requires relatively low light.  

Provided with the type of care described below, this popular flowering plant will perform as well for 
the beginner as it will for the expert. 
 

Light 

African Violets grow best when provided with indirect sunlight. When leafstalks become elongated 
and plants bloom sparingly, light intensity is probably too low. If the leaves become faded, the 
plant may be receiving too much light. 

Many growers have great success raising violets under grow lights. There are several books  
available and on-line information available about growing African Violets under grow lights. 
 

Humidity 

African Violets prefer humidity in the 50-60 percent range. To increase humidity, set the plants on 
water-tight trays or saucers filled with small pebbles or fine gravel. Fill the trays or saucers with 
water up to the level of the pebbles or gravel. The water will slowly evaporate and moisten the air 
around the plants. 
 

Watering 

The plants should be watered when the soil feels dry to the touch. Violets can be watered from the 
top or from the bottom with room temperature or even slightly warm water. Allow water to drain 
well. When watering, keep water off the leaves and never allow the plant to sit in water. 
 

Temperature 

African Violets grow best in temperatures ranging from 60-80 degrees. If temperatures are too low, 
the plant will grow slowly and the leaves will hug the pot. If the temperature is too high, the plant 
will become leggy. Never place the plant where there will be a sudden change of temperature or a 
draft. 
 

Fertilizing 

Feed according to label directions with a fertilizer formulated for African Violets. 

                                                                                               


