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Paperwhites & Amaryllis 
 

Paperwhites and Chinese Sacred Lily 

 
These bulbs do not require a cold period. Store in a cool, dark, dry place until you are ready to start them. 
Paperwhite narcissus varieties, Grand Soleil D'Or narcissus, and the Chinese Sacred Lily can be grown in 
pebbles with water or in pots with soil. These usually come into bloom 4 to 6 weeks after planting. If potting 
in soil, plant bulbs with their tips just showing above soil level.  

NOTE: Keep soil 1/4 to 1/2 inch below pot rim to allow for watering. WATER WELL. 
To grow in pebbles with water, choose a container about twice as deep as the bulbs. Fill it 1/2 to 3/4 full 
with clean sand, pebbles, glass marbles, or washed marble chips. Place bulbs on top, pointed end up, and 
fill spaces around and between bulbs with more pebbles, etc. to hold them upright. Add water until it just 
touches the bottom of the bulbs. No fertilizer is required. 

Put bowls or pots in a dark, cool, well-ventilated spot like a closet or basement until roots are developed 
and tops are 2 to 3 inches high. Check water or moisture level frequently during this 2 - 4 week period. Dry 
roots die quickly. 

Move rooted bulbs to a cool, bright (not sunny) location for a few days. Then move into lots of sun until 
flowers open. Take them out of direct sun after opening. These bulbs look best if they are staked while in 
flower. Small sticks can be pushed into the pebbles, etc. and green string looped around them to make a 
"corral" for the plants. Discard bulbs after blooming. 

 

Amaryllis 

 
Pot soon after purchase. Plant these large bulbs in soil with the upper half of the bulb above the soil line in 
a deep container about 1 inch wider than the bulb. For a spectacular display, plant several bulbs in a large, 
low pot, making sure each bulb has at least 1" of surrounding soil. The pot must have drainage holes. 

Water SPARINGLY until flower bud and stem appear. Some amaryllis will sprout immediately, others when 
they are good and ready.  

Give them bright light and rotate pot frequently to keep stems straight.  

Give them more water as stem grows and even more while blooming. Applications of liquid houseplant  
fertilizer are beneficial AFTER stem begins to grow. 
 
IF YOU WISH TO SAVE AN AMARYLLIS BULB: Amaryllis bulbs can be brought back into bloom year 
after year for many years. After blooming, cut flower stalks down to one inch above bulb. Let leaves  
continue to develop. Continue feeding and watering. In mid-May, bury pots in a shady place in the garden. 
Take up pots in late August. Place in a dim, frost-free spot. Keep soil barely moist/almost dry to allow  
foliage to die down. After an 8- 10 week rest period, bring pot into a warm, bright spot and resume watering. 
New growth or a flower stalk should appear soon.  


